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NEW  ENGLAND  CHAPTER 
MUSIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
FALL  MEETING 


The  NEMLA  fall  meeting  was  held  on 
November  10,  1989  at  the  Orwig  Music 
Library  and  other  locations  on  the 
Brown  University  campus.  Over  50  mem- 
bers attended. 

The  meeting  opened  with  greetings 
from  Brown  University  Librarian,  Mer- 
rily E.  Taylor,  who  began  by  placing 
Brown  in  its  Ivy  League  context.  She 
then  spoke  briefly  on  events  leading  up 
to  the  establishment  of  the  Library. 
By  gathering  together  music  resources 
divided  between  the  Music  Department 
and  the  Brown  libraries  and,  at  the 
same  time,  providing  a  library  setting 
for  East  Campus  students,  the  Univer- 
sity was  able  to  satisfy  two  recognized 
needs. 

Her  remarks  were  followed  by  those 
of  Professor  David  Josephson,  former 
Chairman  of  the  Music  Department.  For 
Dr.  Josephson,  the  Library  is  the  cul- 
mination of  many  years  of  planning  and 
hard  work. 

Following  the  introductory  re- 
marks, tours  of  the  Library,  which  oc- 
cupies two  floors  of  the  Benton  B.  Or- 
wig Music  Complex,  were  given  by  Carol 
Tatian  and  her  assistant,  Sheila  Hogg. 
The  Library's  scores  and  recordings  are 
housed  on  the  lower  level  leaving  the 
main  floor  for  offices,  circulation 
functions,  and  reference,  listening  and 
study  rooms. 


MORNING  SESSIONS 

Morning  sessions  of  the  meeting 
were  devoted  to  aspects  of  American 
music.  The  first  speaker  was  Wayne 
Schneider,  Coordinator  of  the  American 
Music  Project  headquartered  at  Brown 
University.  This  program  is  under  the 
auspices  of  the  AMS  Committee  on  the 
Publication  of  American  Music  (C0PAM) 
and  will  result  in  the  publication  of 
40  volumes  of  American  music  in  defini- 
tive works  of  a  single  composer,  single 
works  and  anthologies  of  various  sorts. 
Proposals  have  already  been  received 
for  such  topics  as  Hawaiian  songs,  the 
organ  music  of  Fats  Waller,  collected 
songs  of  Louis  Moreau  Gottschalk,  and 
slave  songs.  Other  projects  are  in  the 
works  and  the  editorial  committee  has  a 
basic  list,  "the  Fabulous  Forty,"  from 
which  it  is  hoped  that  other  proposals 
will  be  developed. 

The  second  speaker  was  Rosemary 
Cullen,  Curator  of  the  Harris  Collec- 
tion of  American  Poetry  and  Plays  at 
Brown  University.  Music  resources  in 
the  John  Hay  Library  consist  of  ap- 
proximately one  half  million  pieces 
dating  from  the  eighteen  century  to  the 
present.  Among  the  areas  of  special 
strength  in  the  collections  are  hym- 
nals, folk  and  popular  music,  Yiddish 
musical  theater,  songs  of  World  Wars  I 
and  II,  and  music  by  black  composers  on 
black  subjects.  In  addition  to  re- 
searchers working  in  particular  areas 


of  music  history,  the  Harris  Collection 
is  used  extensively  by  students  in  the 
growing  field  of  American  popular  cul- 
ture and  by  members  of  the  general 
public  who  have  been  unable  to  satisfy 
their  personal  and  professional  music 
needs  at  local  public  and  academic 
libraries. 

Ms.  Cullen  finished  her  talk  with 
a  slide  show  of  representative  covers 
of  popular  sheet  music  illustrating  the 
depiction  of  blacks  over  a  span  of 
years.  Although  the  stereotypes  de- 
picted in  many  of  these  covers  are 
neither  acceptable  nor  true,  they  pro- 
vide a  graphic  visual  statement  about 
historical  attitudes  and  so  enrich  our 
understanding  of  earlier  times.  (As  a 
sight  light,  Ms.  Cullen  mentioned  that 
by  examining  the  covers  of  Elvis  Pres- 
ley song  sheets  over  a  period  of  time, 
it  is  possible  to  trace  his  physical 
deterioration. ) 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 

The  afternoon  session  was  a  panel 
on  "Cross  References  in  Local  OnLLine 
Music  Catalogs"  with  the  following 
speakers:  Robert  Cunningham  of  NELI- 
NET,  Ross  Wood  of  Wellesley  College, 
Sarah  Shaw  of  Brown  University  and  Ken 
Pri stash  of  New  England  Conservatory. 

Robert  Cunningham  began  the  ses- 
sion with  a  discussion  of  the  nature  of 
an  authority  record  and  how  authority 
work  is  disseminated  by  the  Library  of 
Congress  and  cooperating  groups.  The 
other  three  speakers  talked  about  au- 
thority work  in  their  different  data- 
bases-- INNOPAC  at  Wellesley,  WLN  at 
Brown,  and  Data  Research  at  New  England 
Conservatory--  and  how  individual  in- 
stitutions make  information  available 
to  their  respective  constituencies. 
Among  the  points  made  were  the  follow- 
ing: 

Music  cataloging  is  compli- 
cated because  of  the  need  for 
uniform  headings  and  the  exis- 
tence of  many,  many  different 
editions  of  the  same  title,  each 
of  which  needs  to  be  separately 


identified  in  whatever  form  of 
catalog  is  used. 

Name  authority  work  for  mu- 
sic is  being  done  by  LC  and  is 
available  to  others  now,  but  lit- 
tle subject  authority  work  is 
avai lable. 

Libraries  differ  in  the  kinds 
of  cross  references  that  are  shown 
on  PAC  screens.  Some  show  cross 
references  while  others  just  send 
the  user  directly  to  the  correct 
heading.  How  helpful  to  the  end 
user  is  it  to  provide  detailed 
information  on  authority  struc- 
ture? 

Much  of  the  material  present- 
ed in  the  four  papers  was  of  par- 
ticular interest  to  catalogers. 
All  public  service  librarians  must 
live  with  the  results  of  decisions 
made  by  technical  services  howev- 
er, so  the  more  we  can  learn,  the 
better  able  we  are  to  steer  these 
decisions  in  ways  that  will  make 
on-line  catalogs  more  usable  to 
various  constituencies  trying  to 
locate  music  materials,  and  to  in- 
terpret on-line  catalogs  and  re- 
trieve information  ourselves. 

Much  discussion  followed  the  panel 
and  continued  into  the  closing  recep- 
tion. 

Susan  R.  Waddington 
Providence  Public  Library 


CHAPTER  NOTES  — 

MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS  NOW!    The 
spring  Chapter  meeting  will  be  held  on 
April  28,  1990  at  Hartt  School  of  Music 
in  West  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

DUES  are  now  due!  If  your  mailing 
label  has  an  asterisk  (*)  on  it,  you 
are  in  arrears.  Send  in  your  member- 
ship dues  to  Holly  Mockovak,  Music 
Library,  Mugar  Memorial  Library,  Boston 
University,  771  Commonwealth  Avenue, 
Boston,  MA  02215. 


MEMBER  RESOURCE  GUIDE 


MUSIC  LIBRARIANSHIP  IN  AMERICA 


Please  be  sure  to  return  the  survey 
for  the  NEMLA  member  resource  directory 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  deadline  was 
December  15,  1989,  but  your  responses 
are  still  welcome.  Contact  Pam  Juen- 
gling  at  the  University  of  Massachu- 
setts/Amherst  if  you  have  any  questions 
or  have  lost  your  questionnaire. 

ELECTIONS 

The  Nominating  Committee--  Nina 
Davis-Mi  1  lis,  Chair  (MIT;  617-253- 
5689),  Margaret  Chevian  (Providence 
Public  Library;  401-455-8000),  and  Vera 
Deak  (Brandeis  University;  617-736- 
4681)--  are  seeking  recommendations 
for  candidates  for  the  offices  of 
Vice-Chair /Chair- Elect /Past-Chair  and 
Member-At-Large. 

The  office  of  Vice-Chair/Chair- 
Elect/Past-Chair  is  a  three  year  term. 
The  first  year  duties  of  the  office  in- 
clude the  planning  and  running  of  the 
fall  and  spring  Chapter  meetings;  the 
second  year,  the  person  elected  au- 
tomatically becomes  the  Chair,  and  then 
remains  on  the  Board  as  Past-Chair  for 
the  third  year.  The  person  nominated 
must  be  a  member  of  the  national  Music 
Library  Association. 

The  duties  of  the  Member-At-Large 
include  the  preparing  of  reports  on  the 
Chapter  meetings  for  publication  in  the 
Chapter  Newsletter  and  a  condensed 
report  for  the  national  Music  Library 
Association  Newsletter.  This  person 
shall  also  serve  as  publicity  officer 
whose  duties  include  the  mailing  of 
notices  of  Chapter  activities  to  other 
organizations.  The  term  of  office  is 
two  years. 

If  you  have  any  suggestions  for 
either  of  these  offices,  please  notify 
one  of  the  committee  members  by  January 
31. 

***** 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:   DEADLINE  FOR  THE  NEXT 
NEWSLETTER  IS  MARCH  28,  1990. 


A  beautiful  New  England  autumn 
weekend  enhanced  the  celebratory  atmos- 
phere at  the  symposium  honoring  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Richard  F.  French 
Librarianship,  the  first  music  library 
chair  to  be  established  in  the  United 
States  at  a  major  university.  During 
the  weekend  of  October  5-7,  1989,  music 
librarians  from  all  over  the  United 
States  gathered  at  Harvard  University's 
Paine  Hall  to  attend  sessions  which  ex- 
amined the  role  of  the  music  librarian 
as  collector,  scholar,  presentor  and 
custodian  of  the  various  and  sundry 
materials  which  combine  to  form  a  music 
library  .  Two  days  of  papers,  special 
exhibitions  and  concerts  reflected  upon 
the  accomplishments  of  music  librarian- 
ship  and  provided  added  incentive  to 
proceed  further  in  collection,  preser- 
vation and  dissemination  of  music. 

Four  sessions  of  papers  and  dis- 
cussion highlighted  several  areas  of 
professional  achievement  of  music  li- 
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chaired  by  Stephen  R.  Graubard  (Brown 
University),  Charles  Hamm  (Dartmouth 
College),  Dena  Epstein  (University  of 
Chicago)  and  James  Coover  (SUNY  at 
Buffalo)  discussed  the  importance  of 
ephemera  and  other  items  which  may  not 
immediately  reveal  their  potential  val- 
ue to  the  scholar.  The  afternoon  ses- 
sion, chaired  by  Harvard's  Christoph 
Wolff,  centered  on  the  complementary 
roles  of  scholars  and  librarians  with 
papers  by  H.  Colin  Slim  (University  of 
California,  Irvine),  Leo  Balk  (Garland 
Publishing)  and  Bruno  Nettl  (University 
of  Illinois);  James  W.  Pruett  (Library 
of  Congress)  closed  the  session  by  pos- 
ing the  question  of  scholar-librarian  / 
librarian-scholar? 

Historian  Oscar  Handlin  of  Harvard 
chaired  the  Saturday  morning  session, 
which  focused  on  American  music. 
Donald  Krummel  (University  of  Illinois) 
discussed  its  immigrant  cultural  re- 
sources; Don  Roberts  (Northwestern 
University),  native  American  music; 
and  Richard  Crawford  (University  of 
Michigan,  vernacular  music.  Furthering 
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the  banquet  in  Lehman  Hall,  El- 
bes  reviewed  the  history  of  mu- 
raries  and  music  librarians  on 
ard  scene.  Special  exhibits- 
Treasures  from  the  Isham  Me- 

Library,"  "Music  Manuscripts 
e  Houghton  Library,"  and  "Sev- 

Century  Imprints,  Documents 
nting  Types,  Celebrating  the 
Anniversary  of  the  Cambridge 
and  concerts  by  the  Reverence 
Ensemble,  the  Boston  Camerata, 
anist,  Ewald  Kooiman,  rounded 
symposium. 

Charlotte  A.  Kolczynski 
Boston  Public  Library 
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CHAPTER  OFFICERS: 
Chairperson: 
Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect 
Past-Chairperson: 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Neiber-At-Large 


Dawn  Thistle,  College  of  the  Holy  Cross 

Jerry  NcBride,  Middlebury  College 

Ross  Mood,  Nellesley  College 

Holly  Nockovak,  Boston  University 

Susan  Haddington,  Providence  Public  Library 
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